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IFDS Sailors Advisory Council, Hannah Stodel 
 

 

Forum in Medemblik 

 

Points discussed:  

1. Skandia Sail for Gold Regatta 2010  

(a) Accommodation difficulties- people are still finding I hard to find suitable 

accommodation close to the venue.  

(b) Fleet sizes, minimum of 5  

(c) Skud 18s having trouble reaching the minimum requirement 

2. 2011 IFDS World Championships, Weymouth  

(a) Recommendations made to book accommodation early  

(b) Emma Little has previously sent out questionnaires, but it still remains the sailors’ 

responsibility. 

3. 2012 IFDS World Championships, Port Charlotte  

(a) Great all round event, meeting all the criteria, including depth for the Skud class! 

4. 2014 IFDS World Championships, Halifax 

(a) It was confirmed that the Royal Nova Scotia Yacht Squadron would host the 2014 

Worlds.  

5. 2013 and 2015 future World Championships 

(a) Bids to host the future IFDS champs would be welcomed, and governing bodies 

advised to contact Emma Little. 

6. IFDS and the World Cup  

(a) Sailors are keen to be parallel and involved like any of the Olympic classes. 

(b) The 2.4Mr is the only class that is involved at all 7 events.  

(c) The Sonar and Skud classes need to select key events to raise participation suggested 

events would be: Miami OCR, Hyeres Semaine Olympique, Skandia Sail for Gold as 

these events are currently used for the ranking system.  

(d) Athletes need to commit early to the events, 12 months suggestion. 

(e) Lack of pontoon space at both Kiel and Hyeres, and the pontoons that are available are 

unsuitable- at the moment teams are discouraged from entering as a result of terrible 

pontoon conditions and a serious lack of space. A Number of Sonar teams suffered 

damage to their boats this year, and we were lucky that the Skud class didn’t attend, 
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because there wouldn’t have been any space at all for them!  

(f) Minimum fleet sizes at some events will continue.  

(g) The sailors feel that eligibility requirements have been the barrier to larger fleets, 

certainly in the 2.4Mr class where the events have been open, the numbers have 

increased significantly.  

7. IFDS World Championships  

(a) More races should be raced at the Worlds, preferable 3 a day, 15 in total  

(b) Sailors don’t want disabled sailing specific wind limits, just those recommended by the 

classes. 

(c) Racing in Medemblik started very early and some sailors would prefer the later start!  

 

 

It has been a pretty busy year for the Sailors advisory Council. The facebook forum is still going 

strong; we just need to move things forward.  

 

In Medemblik, the Sonar class held a meeting to discuss the Calendar for the next year. Each team 

indicated which events they would be attending and have committed early so that other teams can 

plan! This means there will be a number of mini training regattas held before major events, and 

also it allows teams to start planning travel, accommodation etc.  

By committing to the document, teams have indicated that they will attend certain World Cup 

events, so we should have a clearer picture of the numbers to expect at each event.  

 

My aim is to have the other classes do the same.  

No one has yet to volunteer for the 2.4Mr class, but Alex Rickham (GBR) has volunteered to take 

on the role for the Skud Class.  

 

There are still some outstanding issues that need to be covered:  

1. Pontoon allocation at Hyeres and Kiel.  

2. Medal Races at the World Cup. 

3. Commitment of sailors to World Cup events through the appointment of Class 

representatives who take on the role of attendance checkers!  

 

 

Thank you. 

 


